Argatroban in adult extracorporeal membrane oxygenation.
This case report addresses the use of Argatroban, an anticoagulant and thrombin inhibitor for treatment of thrombocytopenia in an adult patient on extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO). After 5 days on ECMO, the patient showed signs of heparin-induced thrombocytopenia (HIT) with a platelet count of 20K. Argatroban was initiated to decrease progression of HIT and continue treatment with ECMO proved to be successful. Given the occurrence of HIT with heparin therapy, a need for alternate drug therapy is required for patients requiring treatment with ECMO. The use of Argatroban in adult ECMO is outlined and includes dosage, monitoring, and patient treatment.